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This just in: a wave of thankfulness is expected to break out any day
across the United States — the area of infection generally defined as “from
sea to shining sea.”

Sources at the Centers for Malaise Control say the epidemic began early
this week and should sweep the nation by Thursday. Symptoms include
pauses for reflection, family togetherness, an abundance of food over which
long prayers are uttered, after-dinner leaf raking, long walks, football on TV
and impromptu intergenerational games of backyard pass-and-tag football.

By Friday, turkey sandwiches and shopping will join the symptoms. The
epidemic is expected to ease by next week, when the bulk of the populace
will be back at work, nursing pulled hamstrings, and grouchily wisecracking
around the water cooler.

Thanksgiving has to be the pits for those who hate America.

It flies in the face of all they wish to believe about us. We’re decadent,
immoral, lazy, spoiled and godless, right? A fake, materialistic society
crumbling under the weight of its abundance, squandering its dwindling
resources, drunk on its own wretched excess and burying itself under the
wrapping paper.

So what are we doing bowing our heads in humble gratitude to God? Why
in the world does a culture based on materialism take a holiday to celebrate
our blessings, gather in families and share them?

Let our enemies scratch their heads.

In fact, I’ll join them.
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Thanksgiving certainly has its own excesses — but it does give America’s
critics pause. It makes them wonder, at least for a moment, if perhaps the
essence of American culture isn’t found in “Sex and the City” and the Jerry
Springer Show.

They rush off to find evidence to the contrary. There’s plenty. Always will
be.

But some of us are filled with hope.

We pause to ponder America’s blessings at the end of a trying year — a
year of agony that began with our sons and daughters at war in Irag and
Afghanistan. As it ends, they’re still out there and we’re increasingly won-
dering what good they’re doing.

The day after last Christmas, a tsunami in the Asian Pacific claimed hun-
dreds of thousands of lives. In October, an earthquake in Pakistan and India
killed tens of thousands more. And a barrage of storms that hit our own
shores has wrecked homes and schools, killed over a thousand and driven
hundreds of thousands out of the places where they built their lives.

And we’re thankful?

We should be — thankful we had the will, the heart and the ability to
respond.

Years like 2005 aren’t easy to endure, but there’s no question they bring
out the best in America and Americans.

We’ve always known we were blessed.

In 2005 we were reminded why.

For anyone who thought America enjoyed this abundance because we
deserve it, because God loves us more and wants us to prosper while the rest
of the world suffers, 2005 was a wake-up call.

We’re blessed so we can be a blessing. That’s the only reason.

The millions upon millions of dollars, the food, the clothing, the prayers,
the love, the shelter that we shared with the world, the tsunami and earth-
quake victims and our own people after the hurricanes — that’s exactly why
we have it.

Sept. 11, 2001 awakened something in Americans that we should strive
not to lose. 2005 put it to the test. It’s no coincidence that Il Corinthians
9:11 sums up America’s blessing and her obligation to the world in which
God has made us — like it or not — the last standing superpower and the ‘last,
best hope of humanity.”

“You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every
occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to
God.” (NIV)

Abundance is our endowment.

Generosity is our obligation.

Thanksgiving is our business.
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