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Writers can share fruit of kindness

By Deb Wuethrich

illiam Wordsworth once wrote, “The best portion

Wof agood man'slifeishislittle, namel ess, unremem-
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bered acts of kindness and of love.” The best news is
this: God remembers. And he writes them in a book!
(Maachi 3:16)

A school crossing guard recently thanked a stranger
for bringing her adonut and a cup of hot chocolate on a
cold morning through aletter to the editor at the weekly
newspaper where| work.

Christian radio teacher Dr. David Jeremiah oncetold of
avisibly angry woman he' d inadvertently cut off intraf-
fic. When he pulled in to a fast-food drive-through she
remained behind him. What he did probably shocked the
woman - he paid for her meal.

Martin Luther King Jr. once said, “Love is the only
force capable of transforming an enemy into a friend.”
Oh, to have been in the seat next to that woman to see
what love could do to an angry disposition!

What do these experiences have to do with
writing?

Hosea 14:8 pointsout, “ Your fruitfulness comesfrom
me.” God isthe Master Gardner and Vine Dresser. Kind-
nessisafruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22).

It isin the telling and retelling of acts such as these,
verbally or in print, that God's love shines through. By
way of even a letter to the editor, others may see the
Holy Spirit’s ministering to people through other people.
We are called to do thisin 1 John 4:7 where it iswritten
“Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes
fromGod.”

Oneblustery day | wasthe recipient of arandom act of
kindness myself. At a gas station counter, | learned my
purchase had been taken care of. The clerk’s smile
reveal ed her obvious enjoyment as bearer of good news.

| told of this experience in my newspaper column that
week.

When someone is kind you want to say thanks. Not
knowing the donor, | was prompted to at |east tell others,
and more than that, to share a learning experience that
accompanied the generosity.

Therewas one other man in the shop that day, but if he
did it, he had a good poker face. | tried to visualize if
anyone had been at the pump, or if I'd encountered an-
other coming out while | was on the way in. It made me
realize | often haven't been observant of my surround-
ings and sometimes did not notice or acknowledge other
peoplejourneying next to me. It was alesson—and some-
thing I’ ve consciously worked on since.

The point is, relating encounters such as these might
help someone else in their faith walk—especialy in a
world that often laments, ”"We only hear the bad stuff.”

James 3:18 notes, “ Peacemakerswho sow in peaceraise
a harvest of righteousness.” Dr. Jeremiah was sowing
peace - and being obedient to the prompting within that
kept him from the retaliation many engagein under simi-
lar circumstances.

Someone noticed the crossing guard on a cold day.
Another person saw a shivering woman at a gas pump.
Both responded by proffering kind gestures. “Whoever
loves his brother livesin thelight” (1 John 2:10). Who-
ever acts on impulsesto “be kind and compassionate to
one another,” (Ephesians 4:32) is producing fruit. Heis
obeying the God whose kindness is magnified in John
3:16 whenitissaid of Him, “For God so loved theworld
that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever be-
lievesin him shall not perish but have eternal life.”

And whoever tells others of these thingsis helping to
spread the Gospel of love. >4
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K Intelligent design merits
equal time
A “rural Pennsylvaniaschool dis-
trict has become the first in the na-
tiontorequirethat ‘intelligent design’
be taught alongside evolution to ex-
plain the origins of life.” These stu-
dents will be better off for hearing
the scientific evidence that has con-
vinced even noted atheist Anthony
Flew that a*“ superintelligenceisthe
only good explanation for the origin
of lifeand the complexity of nature.”
The case against teaching intelli-
gent design rests on two assump-
tions: first, that the scientific inquiry
process mandates the exclusion of a
supernatural creator and, second,
that evolution isasatisfactory expla-
nation for the diversity of living
things. Neither assumption is war-
ranted.
Although the scientific community
now insiststhat legitimate scientific
inquiry must begin with the premise
that the natural world is all that ex-
ists, thusruling out a priori the pos-
sibility of a supernatural creator, the
founders of modern science would
have been astounded at that notion.
Modern science got its start only
because men such as Copernicus,
Galileo and Newton believed aratio-
nal world that, as a result, could be
observed, studied and understood.
Asfar as evolution’s being a sat-
isfactory explanation for the diver-
sity of living things, microevolu-
tion—or variation within species—
is accepted by design theorists and
evolutionistsalike.
Macroevolutionary theory, on the
other hand, postulates that the same
mechanism that accounts for limited
variation within speciesal so accounts
for al thedifferencesbetween species.
Far from being a “principle sup-
ported by the known evidence,”
however, macroevolution is, as bio-
chemist Michael Denton put it, a
theory in crisis. The evidence Charles
Darwin assumed would appear to
support his theory hasn’t turned up,
and, whether willing to admit it pub-
licly or not, many scientists have
come to doubt that Darwin’s theory
issufficient to account for the diver-
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sity of lifeforms.

Even such committed evolution-
ists asthe late Stephen J. Gould and
Francis Crick haverecognized prob-
lemswith Darwin’smodificationwith
descent and natural selection mecha-
nism, which purportsto explain how
organisms developed into different
Species.

A paleontologist, Gould was
troubled by the paucity of fossil evi-
dence for evolutionary change and
so came to support a theory called
“punctuated quilibrium,” which hy-
pothesizes that after long periods of
stasis, new species suddenly came
into existence. No one has yet pro-
posed a mechanism that can ad-
equately account for how that might
have occurred.

As Harvard biologist Richard
Lewontin put it, to admit the possi-
bility of nonmaterial causes would
be“to let adivine foot in the door.”

Clearly, while intelligent design
opens the door to the possibility of a
supernatural creator, design theorists
don’t necessarily assume that door
leadsto the God of the Bible. They do
believe, however, that when* compli-
cated things...give the appearance of
having been designed for apurpose,”
as Richard Dawkins wrote, scientists
would do well not to dismissthe pos-
sihility of design out of hand.

Even if we grant that intelligent
design requires a belief in God, the
assumption that, in the well-known
words of the late Carl Sagan, “the
universeisall thereisor ever wasor
ever will be,” differslittle from the
Bible'sassertion that “[i]n the begin-
ning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was
God.” Eachisastatement of faith that
can't be scientifically proved.

Sagan’sfaith statement directs sci-
entific research in one direction, the
Bible's in another. At one time, the
Bible's faith statement ruled public
education, and evolutionary teach-
ing was shut out. Today, Sagan's
faith statement isin control, and it's
the evolutionists who refuse to a-
low any challengeto their orthodoxy.

Regardless of which faith state-
ment scientists start from, however,

they should, as Anthony Flew has
done, “[f]ollow the evidence, wher-
ever it leads.”

Since Flew can’'t be accused of
starting from the “god” premise, as
intelligent design theorists fre-
guently are, his “conversion” pro-
vides strong support for making in-
telligent design theory a part of a
comprehensive biology course.

Linda Whitlock
Salem, Virginia
TheRoanokeTimes

k Christian view on tsunami
The Bible makesit clear that God
sometimes doesintervenein thecre-
ated order of nature, for hisown pur-
poses. However, God does not a-
waysseefittoimmediately reved his
purposes for allowing certain trag-
edies to occur. Some things are al-
lowed for reasonsknown only to him.
In Isaiah 57:8-9 we read, “For my
thoughts are not your thoughts, nei-
ther are your ways my ways, saith
the Lord. For as the heavens are
higher than the earth, so aremy ways
higher than your ways, and my

thoughts than your thoughts.”
Troubleof variouskindsisagiven
for al of us. But we who are believ-
erstakegreat comfort in knowing that
Godiswithusinout timesof trouble,

and that he will see us through.
W. Carl Hays
Flushing, Michigan
Flint Journal

k Separation ensures freedom

A recent writer makes the valid
point that Christmas is about the
birth of Jesus, but is mistaken that
only atheistswant to keep church and
state separate. Faith in Jesus is pro-
tected by such separation. When a
church gains political power, history
teaches that persecution of different
religionsfollows.

In Germany the Lutheran church
oppressed Baptistsand Catholics. In
England the Anglican Church dis-
criminated against Catholicsand Pu-
ritans. In Russia, the Orthodox
Church mistreated Catholics. In
Francethe Catholic Church attacked



Protestants. In Spain the Catholic
Churchkilled many Jewish believers
intheinfamousinquisition.

When a religious group is wed
with political power, peopleof differ-
ent beliefswill be persecuted.

As a Christian | am thankful that
religious groups are divorced from
our government. This protects my
right to worship God as my con-
science dictates. Jesus instructs in
John 18:36 that hiskingdom isnot of
this world. Jesus wants to rule only
people who choose him. The King-
dom of Jesusis never established by
the use of palitical force.

Cliff Rawley
Springfield, Missouri
NewsL eader

k Disasters cause us to repent

When calamity struck during
Jesus’ day, he asked, “Do you think
that those 18 people who died in the
collapse of thetower of Siloam were
any worse offendersthan all the oth-
erswho livedin Jerusalem?No, | tell
you, but unless you repent, you will
all likewiseperish.” (Luke 13:4-5)

There have been earthquakes, fires,
deadly plaguesthat have left millions
dead throughout history. But the point
God istrying to make with every one
of theseishiscall to repent.

Let our heartsbe broken that God,
our creator, means o littleto us. We
should grieve that he usually be-
comes a scapegoat where painisin-
volved, but rarely thanked or praised
for thedaily pleasures of life.

Meredith Berg
Hudson, Wisconsin
River FallsJournal
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New Amy Ministry Considered

TheAmy Foundation envisions anewspaper column where we present reader questions
responding to the invitation formed by the column title:

God, hereismy question. . .

Question should be 50 words or less. Question may be edited and/or modified for
publication.

Name:
Address:
City/State/Zip:
Phone:

Emall:

Pen & Sword readers, you are invited to present your current priority question to God.
TheAmy Foundation will select certain questionsfor biblical research and writeabibli-
cally authoritative response to the question. Identity of question author to remain

confidential

You may email your questions to us at amyfoundtn@aol.com or send them to:
TheAmy Foundation, P. O. Box 16091, Lansing, M1 48901.

Attention writers

 Let your voice be heard! If you
have never submitted published
|ettersto the editor, opinion pieces,
or feature articlesfor Power of the
Pen, what are you waiting for?
We'd love to feature some
new authors.

« Although multipleentriesarewel-
come, writersareeligiblefor Roar-
ing Lambsawardsonly oncedur -
ing each six-month period (maxi-
mum two per year).

lambs who are ROARING!

Roaring Lambs awards...

...gotothewriterswhose lettersare

excerpted on page two.

1st prize/$200: Linda Whitlock
2nd prize/$100: W, Carl Hays
3rd prize/$100: Cliff Ranmey
4th prize/$50: Meredith Berg

We invite you to submit your

published pieces for consideration.
Criteriafor awardsare:

» Appearsin secular publication

» Teachesobedience

* Includesscripture

* Writteninaspirit of love

Exhibitsskillful writing

 Persuadeseffectively

» Addressesacurrent issue

Be sure to include an actual clipping, your name, address and phone
number, the full name of the publication in which the letter appeared and
thedateit was published. Only onewinning entry per author each 6 months.

Words of

Kindness

The ideals which have
lighted my way, and
time after time have
given me new courage
to face life cheerfully,
have heen Kindness,
Beauty, and Truth. The
trite subjects of human
efforts, possessions,
outward  success,
luxury have always
seemed to me con-
temptible.

—Albert Einstein

She opens her mouth
in wisdom, and the
teaching of kindness
is on her tongue.

—Proverbs 31:26
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God’s
Provocative

Answer

by Jim
Russell

|
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Sins. Inthe Cross-
winds column, he
opens his heart to the
members of the
Church Writing Group
family. Your questions
and comments are wel-
come. This article was
originally published in
the September/Octo-
ber 2002 issue.

ord, helpme,” | prayed.

Thisbrief, quick pleawasmy

natural responseto anagging
problem that at the moment seemed
to haveno solution. But it wasn't the
firsttimel had offeredit. | had voiced
it thousands of times over the years.
But thistime | sensed God wanted to
supply an answer that would truly
get my attention. | listened intently.

“1 have given you the gift of life,”
it seemed God was saying. “I have
created you in my image with an eter-
nal soul. | have given you free will
fromwhich to makeyour own choices.
| have given you the truth of my holy
Word through which | present my
Kingdom vision, my disciple-making
mission, and my plans for the work
you are to do.

“1 have given you my Son, because
of my love for you so you may have
eterna lifethrough Him. | havegiven
you the Holy Spirit to lead you into
the truth of my Word and to comfort
you in your times of need. | have es-
tablished clear prioritiesin my holy

Word, passages of Scripture contain-
ing commandments you are to obey
if youtruly loveme.

“1 have given you a heart through
which the attitudes of your love for
me are revealed. | have given you a
soul that isthe spiritual dimension of
your beingand will liveforever. | have
given you amind to engagein ratio-
nal thinking and judgment, gaining
wisdom that equipsyou to know and
do what isright. | have given you a
body so you can express your love
for me by performing the disciple-
making work | have commanded you
to do.

“1 have given you everything you
need to live a fruitful, productive,
meaningful life. Haveyou used these
precious gifts to even half their
potential ?

“Instead of asking meto help you,
ask meto bless you as you go about

using al thegifts| havealready given
you. Whiledoing this, trustinme and
depend on me to guide you and
strengthen you as you contribute to
thework of building my Kingdom by
discipling yourself, your family, your
congregation, and your neighbor-
hood.

“My Son said, ‘All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given
to me. Therefore go and make dis-
ciples of al nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teach-
ing them to obey everything | have
commanded you. And surely | am
with you always, to the very end of
the age.”

“Thank you Lord for the awesome
help You have already given me.
TrustinginYou, itisnow up to meto
do my part in the kindness shown in
making disciples by teaching obedi-
ence of all Jesus commanded us to
do.” Wi



